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May 4, Saturday. I offered Commodore Lee to-day the
Naval Observatory. He declined it. Said he had a house
of his own and to take the observatory would lessen his
percentage in consequence of the house there which he
should have to take. I asked him if he would like the
Norfolk Navy Yard. He said no, he would not, but he
should be glad to have the Ordnance Bureau, which Wise
was about leaving. I told him that I was not aware that
Wise desired to relinquish that position. My impression
was that he did not. Lee said that Mrs. Wise had given
out that her husband was going to Europe and would give
up the Ordnance. That, I remarked, was woman's talk.
He said if Wise was not going to give up the bureau, he
wished a day or two to think of the other matter, to which
I assented. He is mercenary and avaricious to a wonder-
ful extent.

The Judiciary Committee of the House has reassembled
in Washington to pursue inquiries and see if they cannot
obtain something on which to impeach the President.
No facts, no charges, no malconduct are known or pre-
ferred, for the slip-slop of Ashley was long since discarded,
but a standing committee is advertised and has assem-
bled to ascertain whether something cannot be found which
may be tortured or twisted against the President, whom
they cannot induce to go with them in their revolution-
ary schemes, and who is, consequently, in their way. A
more scandalous villainy never disgraced the country.

McCulloch tells me he has had a talk with the President
and told him he had brought these troubles upon him-
self by the hesitating course he had pursued; that he had
retained a man in his Cabinet who is notoriously op-
posed to his Administration, a man who, from the begin-
ning, has been an embarrassment; that there was never any
free interchange of opinion when that member was pre-
sent, but there was reserve; yet in many of the important
measures and movements that false member had a con-
trolling voice and often was the only person consulted.